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Abstract 

Implant dentistry has come a long way since the realization of osseointegration a few decades ago.  
Numerous advances have been made regarding surfaces, designs and materials for both dental implants 
and prosthodontic abutments.   
The clinician today has a choice between hundreds of implant companies and thousands of possible 
implant/abutment combinations.  The result is an abundance of dental implant systems in the market 
today differing in macro-design, surface characteristics, and connections.  So how do clinicians choose 
the right implant systems and components for their patients?   Where does evidence and marketing 
meet?  This lecture will present a summary of the evidence and the possible clinical implications of using 
various implant-abutment combinations and geometries. 
 

Learning Objectives 

1. Understand the evolution of implant systems and connections 
2. Critically appraise various implant systems and prosthetic connections 
3. Contrast implant manufacturers’ marketing vs. existing evidence 
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