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Management of the Gummy Smile Patient: Surgical Lip Repositioning

Abstract

Excessive gingival display, or “gummy smile”, can be an aesthetic concern for patients. Recent evidence
indicates that hypermobile upper lip represents a highly prevalent etiology, whether alone or in
combination with other factors. This presentation will review the treatment options for hypermobile
upper lip, focus on surgical lip repositioning, present technique variants, and discuss the results of
recent studies on therapeutic outcomes.

Learning Objectives

1. Cite evidence regarding the contribution of hypermobile upper lip to gummy smile.
2. Describe the various options to treat hypermobile upper lip.
3. Appraise the surgical and patient-reported outcomes of lip repositioning surgery.
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