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Abstract
Dental care in the United States is unique because third-party payers provide compensation for care
based upon procedural codes. In medicine the situation is completely different in that treatment is
provided for diagnosis groups rather than for a specific procedure. When there is no link between the
diagnosis and the treatment it is often difficult to identify the “correct” intervention since expectations
of treatment may be quite vague. A number of modifying factors have been developed throughout the
years to identify specific risk categories but provision of routine procedures continues to be the factor
that identifies reimbursement. Couple this with the realization that most dental care survives in a
relatively trouble-free manner for a period of years it is easy to see that this length of time often fosters,
in the clinician, a false sense of security. This presentation will use examples in implant dentistry to
discuss perceived success and how it may reduce understanding of failure.

Learning Objectives
1. Attendees will receive a glimpse at a patient group that is rarely seen in a traditional prosthodontic
practice
2. Audience members will be able to differentiate complications, expectations, success and failure
3. Participants will better understand implant specific risks as diagnostic categories
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