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Abstract: 

This presentation will provide the audience with examples of classic literature that provided the 
foundation for the acceptance of dental implants as reliable devices that are used to retain and support 
dental prostheses. The classic literature will be carefully analyzed to identify the strengths and 
weaknesses associated with this literature. Alternative study designs will be discussed while considering 
the merits and deficiencies associated with different designs. Specifically, the practicality of studies that 
are designed to minimize investigator bias will be considered. Discussion of alternative designs that 
address issues of directness, consistency and precision will be provided as these relate to the overall 
strength of evidence. Likewise, strength of evidence will be considered relative to clinical decision-
making in implant dentistry. 
 

Learning Objectives 
1. Attendees will appreciate the level of evidence that has been used to establish implant dentistry 

as a recognized discipline in dentistry 
2. Members and guests will understand the fundamental reason behind the evidence based 

hierarchy 
3. Alternative factors regarding quality of research will be discussed 
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