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Abstract: 
Endosteal implant placement prior to or during non-surgical therapy in the head and neck cancer patient 
requires a myriad of complex decision making treatment processes. After an initial report on 52 patients 
receiving implants placed prior to or during nonsurgical therapy in the head and neck cancer patient 5 
years ago at the Academy of Prosthodontics in 2011, a current report of this patient population will be 
presented. This lecture will discuss the benefits and risks associated with implants placed in a 
multidisciplinary cancer-treating environment. The goal of this lecture is threefold: 1) to discuss 
treatment planning dilemmas in this unique patient population, 2) to discuss survival rates of implants in 
these patients, and 3) to discuss radiation’s impact on osseointegration. 
 

Learning Objectives 
1. To understand the temporal relationship of treatment planning patients undergoing cancer 

therapy 

2. To evaluate levels of radiation to implants and correlate with survival  

3. To discuss the efficacy of this treatment in head and neck cancer patients undergoing non-

surgical therapy 
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