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Abstract
The search strategies of 103 articles published as systematic reviews in a convenience sample of eight
prosthodontic and implant journals between January 2013 and May 2016 were reviewed and considered
systematic when: (1) More than one electronic databases was searched, (2) More than one searcher was
clearly involved, (3) Both text words and indexing terms were clearly included in the search strategy, (4)
A hand search of selected journals or reference lists was undertaken, (5) Grey research was specifically
sought, (6) Articles could be included if they were published in English and at least one other language.
It was found that over 95% of recent prosthodontic and implant review articles published in this
selected literature did not use search strategies that were systematic, undermining conclusions. It is a
sad indictment that not all published articles offer conclusions that are valid. Readers need to be alert
to this possibility.

Learning Objectives
1. To outline how search strategies can be systematic
2. To review how search in recent systematic reviews in prosthodontic and implant-related journals
were structured
3. To review whether those articles had search strategies that were systematic
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