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Abstract 
In modern dental care, dental implant supported prostheses are a predictable, and in many indications 
the preferred alternative for replacing failing or missing teeth. Long-term stability of dental implants 
depends to a large extent on the presence and maintenance of sufficient alveolar peri-implant bone. If 
insufficient bone height and/or width for the placement of so called regular implants - in length or 
diameter - is not available, various options for alveolar ridge augmentation exist to ultimately allow the 
placement of regular implants. Some of these procedures are very predictable, others less. In any case, 
they involve additional treatment steps, tend to be more invasive, require often longer healing times, 
and will lead to increased costs.  
 
The use of short and/or narrow-diameter implants offers the opportunity for less invasive and more 
efficient implant prosthodontic treatment in terms of time and cost. However, the long-term efficacy of 
these options has to be comparable to ‘regular’ implants placed with or without bone grafting.  
 
It is the purpose of this presentation to review the scientific and clinical evidence for the predictability of 
various short or narrow-diameter implants in clinical use, and to demonstrate clinical indications, in 
which short or narrow-diameter implants may be considered a predictable alternative. 
 

Learning Objectives 
1. Define ‘short’ and ‘narrow’ in the context of dental implant designs 
2. Review the scientific and clinical evidence for the predictability of various short or narrow-diameter 

implants in clinical use 
3. Demonstrate clinical indications, in which short or narrow-diameter implants may be the primary 

treatment choice 
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