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Abstract
The history of an implant approach for restoring function for the lost dentition is both fascinating and
revealing. If anything is to be learned from the early days of implantology, it is how important the
current concept of Osseointegration is in the process of minimizing the progress of bone loss over the
lifetime of implant service. The turnaround for our profession started with the Toronto Conference in
1982 and continues to evolve as advances in technology and science create expanded opportunities for
application to a growing patient population which is in even greater need today. The Academy of
Prosthodontics has historically been involved in disseminating implant science with presentations on
this discipline as early as 1952. As the world, be-came aware of the benefits of osseointegration, the
Academy remained in the forefront with programs increasingly inclusive of the science and application
of this approach. This presentation will retrospectively trace the benefits (and downfalls) of implant
restorative possibilities through history, through the modern-day approach, and through suggestions as
to what the future may hold. Some of which may surprise you, as we may indeed be circling back.

Learning Objectives
1. Appreciate the physiologic advantages of modern vs early implant modalities.
2. Understand the advantages of angling implants for a variety of patient applications.
3. Evaluate approaches for using fewer implants in the mandible as an economic alternative.
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