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The Second Machine Age: Challenges and Opportunities for Prosthodontics 
 

Abstract 

Digital technology has dramatically altered the landscape of much of the economy and is exerting similar 
pressures on the dental industry.  This talk will focus on some of the trends that have transformed other 
fields and describe how they are beginning to exert similar transformative pressures on all aspects of 
prosthodontics, including academics and private practice.  It will focus on technological changes that are 
taking place in today’s environment and attempt to predict the challenges and opportunities for 
prosthodontics.   
 

Learning Objectives 

1. Introduction to the major forces driving change in the delivery of prosthodontic private 

practice care. 

2. Gain a better understanding of how to prepare for some of these changes affecting the 

delivery of prosthodontic services. 
 

Biography 

Dr. Jonathan Ferencz graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1967 and New York University 
College of Dentistry in 1971. Dr. Ferencz completed his specialty training in at NYU in1984 and was named 
Clinical Professor of Post-Graduate Prosthodontics and was certified by the American Board of 
Prosthodontics in 1998.  He also is Adjunct Professor of Restorative Dentistry at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine and Clinical Professor at Columbia University School of Dentistry. 
 
Dr. Ferencz became a Fellow of the Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics in 1984 and served as 
its President in 1995.  He became a Fellow of the Northeastern Gnathological Society in 1988 and its 
President in 1995 and 1996.  In addition, Dr. Ferencz is a Fellow of the Academy of Prosthodontics, New 
York Academy of Dentistry and a member of the American Academy of Restorative Dentistry and the 
American Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics.  He served on the Board of the American College of 
Prosthodontists for five years before being elected as President in 2002.  
 
In addition to private practice and part-time teaching Dr. Ferencz has given more 300 courses and 
programs throughout North America, South America, Europe and Asia. He has over 30 publications in the 
dental literature and has been a reviewer for three prosthodontic journals. His textbook, “High-Strength 
Ceramics: Interdisciplinary Perspectives” co-edited by Nelson Silva and Jose Navarro was published 2014 
by Quintessence Publishing Co.  His text “Fundamentals of CAD/CAM Dentistry”, co-authored by Nelson 
Silva was published in 2018 by the American College of Prosthodontists Education Foundation. 
 


