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Abstract 

Oral health is integral to overall health. Dental caries and periodontal diseases have been considered to 
be the two most important global oral health burdens. Both are preventable chronic and infectious 
disease. However, there is lack of current emphasis via educational mandates to reinforce prevention and 
maintenance. Predoctoral programs can have broad impact on future dentists and their patients, while 
postgraduate programs target patient populations with greater risk. By evaluating the practices and 
curriculum in both areas, a more robust plan for future curriculum solutions could be developed. In Part I 
of the project, the focus was to identify existing gaps associated with preparing future dentists and 
Prosthodontists to better educate their patients regarding patient specific preventive and home 
maintenance care programs. This presentation will provide findings of the current educational status in 
the context of prevention, maintenance, and patient education based on a benchmark survey.   
 

Learning Objectives 

1. To understand the significance of caries and periodontal disease as a chronic disease in the 
adult patient population. 

2. To understand the importance of ongoing care in identifying disease, addressing restorative 
maintenance needs, and implementing risk management strategies. 

3. To understand the current status, needs, gaps and barriers in predoctoral and postdoctoral 
education curriculum in the context of prevention, maintenance, and patient education. 
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