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Title 

The Game of Risk: Veneers vs Full Crowns 
 

Abstract 

Risk assessment is the art which expresses the science of logic.  Modes of failure differ from reasons for 
failure, which differ from risks for failure.  Also, risks for failure can present as direct cause:effect 
factors, as surrogate markers or as co-morbidities. In our surgeries, we have at-risk patients, their at-risk 
teeth, restored with at-risk prostheses.  We are not unique in dentistry, risks and hazards occur in every 
industry.  Risk assessment is used as a systematic process for identifying and evaluating the potential 
hazards that may be involved in a projected activity, and then analysing what might happen if that 
hazard occurs.  Risks are not failure.  Risk assessment is not absolute.  Risk assessment is, a considered 
game of chance where we use our knowledge of failures to help predict future victories.   
 

Learning Objectives 

1. To outline risk assessment 
2. To explore risk assessment in the context of the ceramic veneer modality:  

Veneers vs Full Crowns 
3. To explore risks factors to answer the specific question: For veneers and crowns made with 

ceramics, which endogenous or exogenous factors can have meaningful impacts on long term 
outcomes? 
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